
  
Region 11 Meeting 

1:08pm, Friday 19 November 
Via Zoom 

 

MINUTES – Friday 19 November 2021 
Acknowledgement to Country 

I would like to acknowledge all first nations people as the traditional custodians of the lands on 
which we gather today. I would also like to pay respect to elders both past, present and emerging 

and extend that respect to any Aboriginal Australians present today. 
 
1. ATTENDANCE 

1.1   Present 
  Cr John Campbell ‐ Chair  Gunnedah Shire Council 
  Cr Jamie Chaffey  Gunnedah Shire Council 
  Cr Greg Sauer 
  Cr Carol Sparks 

Tenterfield Shire Council 
Glen Innes Severn Council 

  Emma Bradbury  Chief Executive Officer, Murray Darling Association 
   
  Annabelle Guest* 
 
  Jane Humphries* 

Regional Engagement Officer, Murray‐Darling Basin 
Authority 
Local Engagement Officer, Northern Basin Section 

   
* Non‐member– attendance by invitation 
 

1.2   Apologies 
 

Cr Frances Young 
Craig Bennett, GM 

Gwydir Shire Council 
Glen Innes Severn Council 

Andrew Johns, DPES  Gunnedah Shire Council 
   
   

Action: That the apologies be accepted     Move Cr G Sauer/Cr C Sparks  Carried 

 

 
2. WELCOME – Meeting commenced at 1:08pm  

Welcome by Councillor John Campbell.  
Welcome to Cr Carol Sparks from Glen Innes Severn Council,  who has recently joined Region 11 

 

 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Nil 

 

 
 
 
 

admin@mda.asn.au   

www.mda.asn.au  

T (03) 5480 3805 

  ABN: 64 636 490 493 
 

463 High Street  

P.O. Box 1268 

Murray Darling Association Inc.  



4. MINUTES 
 

Motion:  That the minutes of the Murray Darling Association Inc Region 11 meeting held on 
27 May 2021, as typed and circulated, be confirmed as a true record of the 
proceedings of that meeting.  

Action: That the meeting minutes be accepted   Moved Cr G Sauer/Cr J Chaffey Carried 

 

 

5. BUSINESS ARISING 

NIL 

 

6. REPORTS 

6.1   Chief Executive Officer           

 See attached CEO Report for November 2021 

 New CEO Mark Lamb will commence on 1 December 2021 (Emma finishes on 

30/11/2021) 

 Emma thanked all members for their support over the years 

 

6.2 Chairman’s report           

I take this opportunity to advise that this is my last meeting as a delegate from Gunnedah 
Shire Council. I am not standing for re‐election at the upcoming election. 
When I was asked to be the GSC delegate I had very little knowledge or awareness of the 
vastness and complexity of the water issues in the MD Basin. It was a case of “out of sight 
out of mind” as  it really did not affect me.  I have really  learned a  lot during my time  in 
this position.  I would  like to thank CEO Emma for her support, advice and camaraderie. 
Greg  Sauer  (Tenterfield)  and  Frances  Young  (Gwydir)  have  also  been  mainstays.  My 
Mayor Jamie Chaffey and Director Andrew Johns also helped immensely during the early 
days. I also need to thank Annabelle Guest (MDBA) and Jane Humphries (CEWO) for their 
invaluable input to our region meetings. Those meetings have been, at times, extremely 
difficult  to schedule. As we have a new CEO starting soon and with  follow up  from our 
region members my  suggestion  to  the MDA Strategic Advisory Group,  is  that, we do  a 
similar strategy as that has been done in Region 10 in separating the Region into northern 
and  southern  bi‐regions  with  chairs  in  each.  In  Region  11’s  case  this  would  be  a  very 
manageable  scenario  as  we  have  the  Gwydir  River  and  its  LGA’s  in  the  north  and  the 
Namoi River and its LGA’s in the south. This is only a suggestion and is put out there for 
discussion. Once again thank you and I wish everyone all the best for the future.  
John Campbell, Region 11 Chair 

 

7. GENERAL BUSINESS 

7.1 NIL 

 

8. PRESENTATIONS 

8.1 Jane Humphries ‐ Local Engagement Officer, Northern Basin Section 

 See attached presentation 

 

8.2 Annabelle Guest ‐ Regional Engagement Officer MDA 

Current Conditions 

 Most storages at or around 100% 

 Gwydir – Copeton dam 89% capacity 

 Namoi – Keepit 98% and Splitrock dam 45% 

 Border Rivers – Glenlyon 95% Coolmunda Pindari 100% 

 



 Irrigators have security for at least the next 2 years and can plan crops rather than 

scramble  for water. Winter  Crop Harvest  ‐  impacted  by  rain  but  high  yields  and 

good  quality  grain  with  strong  prices.  Summer  crop  prices  strong  and  rain  will 

benefit large plantings of cotton and sorghum 

 

MDBA 

  Menindee  Lakes  –  110%  capacity MDBA manages water  between 640 GL  and 450 GL. Water 

NSW manages when <450 GL. Planning on use of water managed by MDBA in Menindee early in 

the new year 2022 (authority communique) 

 

Water  Resource  Plan  (WRP)  NSW  is  likely  to  submit  20 WRP’s  for  NSW  surface  and  ground 

water in 2022. These will be assessed by the MDBA when submitted. 

 

Listening tours – Sir Angus Houston and the chief executive will continue listening tours in 2022 

commencing with the Lachlan/Macquarie in mid‐February and Western Qld in mid‐March 

 

Other 

FPH – No progress in policy implementation 

Non‐Urban metering and Monitoring – next phase of implementation 1 Dec 2021 

 

9. APPRECIATIONS 

 Clr Sauer wanted to personally thank Clr John Campbell for his guidance and friendship over 

the years 

 Clr Sparks thanked Emma Bradbury for all her work and for highlighting MDA 

 Clr Chaffey thanked Clr John Campbell for his work for MDA over the years 

  

10. NEXT MEETING 

 

Next meeting date to be advised 

 

 

11. CLOSE  
 

The meeting closed at 2.14pm  
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Murray Darling Association Incorporated 
ABN 64 636 490 493  
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1. Introduction and conclusion 
It is with tremendous excitement, gratitude, and optimism for the future of the Murray Darling 
Association that I pen this, my last report as CEO of this remarkable organisation. 

With all the indulgence of reflection, there will be plenty of ‘I’s in the following lines as I reflect on 
and where we have come in the almost 8 years I have been in the role, and the opportunities ahead 
as I vacate the space, 

In that time we have seen the Basin community travel the often painful course from storm to norm, 
and now well into the deep reforms of the Murray-Darling Basin Plan. We have seen communities 
react to changing water availability and recognise that drought, climate change, agricultural 
practices, floods, technologies all contribute to the challenging but necessary balance of equitable 
water sharing, not just in the Basin but across Australia. We have also seen local government and 
the MDA lead the way in building consensus by sharing knowledge to understand the experience 
of communities beyond their own. 

I am proud of my part in the role the MDA has played in making local leadership a national priority; 
in developing trust, unity, equity, and growth; increasing collaboration, connecting catchments and 
communities; recognising that our Plan is our future enabling us to regenerate a healthy, working 
Basin. 

If these laudable achievements sound familiar, it is because these are the themes that have set the 
agenda for a national conversation through successive MDA National Conferences. Now recognised 
as a seminal event on the local government and water sector calendar, the MDA’s national 
conference and AGMs have been a highlight of my time in the role, but one that I will happily hand 
on to my successor. 

And that brings me to my final, and more forward looking reflections. Few CEO’s have the privilege 
of handing their legacy on to a more capable and experienced team than I have in the current Board 
and our incoming CEO, Mark Lamb. Under their collective leadership I have every confidence that 
the MDA will continue to prosecute the case for local government to be afforded a role in the 
national decision making framework as we implement further reforms, to elevate local issues to 
the regional and the national agenda, and to serve the needs of our members and stakeholders 
well into the future. 

My final word is, of course to acknowledge the wonderful experience I have had in working with 
our amazing members and stakeholders; with this Board who manage time and again to carve 
consensus from chaos; with our amazing Treasurer Peter George who has wrangled efficiencies and 
transparency that are the envy of any in the sector; with my dream-team of staff who have 
consistently delivered beyond all expectations; and most particularly with David Thurley, National 
President since 2015.  

Working for and with David has been a joy and an honour. His unwavering support and 
professionalism, his wit and intellect, and his quiet but steely leadership have so often smoothed 
the seemingly insurmountable to clear a path to a better way. And I thank David (and Sue!) for all 
their incredible work, their friendship and great good humour. 

I am beyond grateful for my time at the MDA. I leave the job knowing our collective efforts have 
made a difference and that momentum is gathering! Local leadership - it’s a national priority. 
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2. Key Meetings and Engagement 
Date Event/meeting Location 
15/10/21 Nicole Emara – CSIRO Held Virtually 
15/10/21 SQNNSW Drought Resilience Hub Partner / Member workshop Held Virtually 
18/10/21 Families and Communities Program Strong and Resilient 

Communities (SARC) Activity – Inclusive Communities Grants 
Held Virtually 

26/10/21 MDA CEO Recruitment – Long-list Held Virtually 
27/10/21 Deanne Armstrong – C4EM Echuca 
27/10/21 MDA / CSIRO – Science and Advisory Committee Held Virtually 
4/11/21 – 
5/11/21 

MDA CEO Recruitment – Panel Interviews Albury 

9/11/21 ONE Basin CRC: All Partner Meeting Held Virtually 
10/11/21 MDA CEO Recruitment – 2nd Stage Interview to the Board Albury / Held Virtually 
10/11/21 MDA Planning Committee Meeting Held Virtually 
11/11/21 MDBA – November Peak Groups Briefing [SEC=OFFICIAL] Held Virtually 
12/11/21 SA Inter-regional meeting 2021/21 – Planning Meeting Held Virtually 
15/11/21 Murray Darling Association Briefing – Nick McBride Held Virtually 
17/11/21 Senator Perin Davey Deniliquin 
22/11/21 Hon Mark Coulton MP 

 
Held Virtually 

24/11/21 The Hon Melinda Pavey MP – NSW Minister for Water Held Virtually 
24/11/21 The NWGA Advisory Body meeting 

(Presentation to the National Water Grid Advisory Body) 
Held Virtually 

 

 
 

Emma Bradbury 
Chief Executive Officer 

 



Northern Murray-Darling Basin -
Environmental Water & Conditions 

Update

– Presentation for MDA Region 11

Source: MDBAJane Humphries, Local Engagement Officer, Northern Basin 
Section, 19 November 2021

On behalf of CEWO North Basin Team: Mike Peat, Nerida 
Sloane, Hayley Behnke,  Liz Webb, Greg Ringwood, Dave 
Weldrake, Brooke Sargent, Jason Wilson, Sall Dickinson, 
Jane Humphries

Disclaimer: Information shared is to the best of CEWO knowledge and from data that was available to the 
current date and is shared for information and communication purposes. Do not rely on for legal purposes. 



Overview of presentation

1. What CEWO does and the need for water for 
environment

2. Engaging with Communities
2. Summary of Environmental water deliveries 2020-21 
3. Current CEWO (& NSW) holding and deliveries
4. Planning, delivery and contingencies for 2021-22
5.    Advice from MDA on updates and information needs
6. Contacts



The Commonwealth Environmental Water Office was created to manage water for the 
environment. The Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder is responsible for:
deciding the best way to use the water for the environment that is owned by the 
Australian Government.
(While the Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment is responsible for:
buying water from entitlement holders and investing in more efficient irrigation so there is more water 
available in the system to keep rivers, lakes and wetlands healthy. This is called ‘recovering water’.)



Extended Cease to Flow Periods
Impacts to river and wetland inflows

Impacts to waterbird numbers
Concerns about native fish populations



From MDBA



Working together – Cooperate, 
Collaborate, Complement: 

• NSW & QLD Environmental Water Groups in  
Environment, Energy and Science Sections – Key partners –
Planning, Delivery, Management, Monitoring

• WaterNSW & SunWater (Qld) - Delivery and advice re 
delivery planning

• Advisory and Monitoring – NSW EES, Qld &  NSW 
Fisheries & Science, Monitoring, Evaluation and Research 
(MER - UNE & 2rog), MDBA, NPWS, NSW Env. Water 
Advisory Groups (EWAGs - Gwydir, Macquarie)

• Advice and local knowledge – local landholders, local 
Aboriginal community, irrigation sector, fishing people, 
other interested community members

• Engagement and two-way knowledge sharing and 
building – MDBA REOs, EES Local officers, NPWS, MER 
(UNE/2rog), Local Councils, LLS, Fishing clubs, Aboriginal 
Community, Community groups, Schools +++  ………



Community 
engagement

• WHYs – water for the environment is  community water, 
community involvement, local and connections, local 
knowledge and involvement, improved deliveries and 
outcomes
• WHOMs - other departments, organizations in water, 
NRM and local area, monitoring, schools, local Aboriginal 
groups and people, landholders, irrigation, ++
• HOWs - Two -way, sharing knowledge and experiences, 
updates, maps, Facebook, Twitters, calls, videos, Zoom 
online 
• WHEREs - places, on the ground, meetings, visits, focus 
is where manage water

RECENT ACTIVITIES (COVID has 
affected face to face opportunities):
• Schools Nov – Dec 2020 & Feb, 

May 2021
• Working on engagement jointly 

with EES, MDBA REOs, MER, NPWS
• NB Environmental Water Research 

and Monitoring Forum
• MDA Wentworth Forum
• MDBA Listening Tour
• Monitoring and community visits
• Visiting sites and people
• Online meetings and webinars



CEWO Local Engagement Officers
Berri:

Michelle 
Campbell

Mildura:
Richard 

Mintern

Wodonga:
Anthony 

Wilson

Griffith:
Michele 

Groat

Moree:
Jane 

Humphries

Walgett:
Jason 

Wilson

CEWO Links and based with communities

W

Wagga 
Wagga:

Erin 
Lenon

Goondiwindi
Sall

Dickinson



Map Source: MDBA

Barwon-Darling - 26.6

Qld Warrego - 39.5

NSW Warrego – 17.8

Condamine-Balonne 
– River 1.1

- Overland Flow 96.7

Lower Balonne – River 68.3

Moonie – River 5.7
Nebine – River 5.9

Qld BR – Dam 15.3
- River 19.4

NSW BR – Dam 2.8
– River 1.4

Gwydir – Dam 94
– River 20.5

Namoi – Dam 13.6

Peel – Dam 1.3

Macquarie – Dam 125.7
- River 8.2= Overland entitlements

= Dam entitlements

= River entitlements

TOTAL NB
- 568.2 GL

CEWO ENTITLEMENTS



68 GL within 
Barwon-

Darling system

43 GL Lower 
Balonne system 
including Narran

Summary of 2020-21 environmental watering 

Approx. 141 GL (CW 43.4 GL) for 
Macquarie River – fish & aquatic 

community &  help wet Macquarie 
Marshes

3.1 GL Northern 
Waterhole Top-sup 
NSW Border Rivers 
(2.1 GL NSW PEW & 

0.9 CW HEW) 

9.0 GL (CW 4.5) 
restoring flows 

Gwydir Wetlands 
& 4.3 GL ECA Bird 
Breeding (small)

Warrego

Macquarie

Castlereagh

Namoi

Gwydir

Border 
Rivers

Condamine-BalonneParoo

Bogan

Maranoa

Nebine

Moonie

Peel

Cudgegong

Barwon-Darling

Lower 
Darling

Narran 
Lakes

Gwydir 
Wetlands

Macquarie 
Marshes

Menindee Lakes

water 
quarantined or 
undeliverable 
from storage or 
no allocations

3.2 GL  Sup. 
Mallowa Creek & 

wetlands 

5.4 GL in Qld 
Warrego

Unregulated 
Regulated (dam 
releases)

5.6 from the 
Moonie into the 

Barwon

CEWO

5.1 GL 
Northern 

Waterhole 
Top-up 

13.5 GL Qld unsup
in Qld BR



Source: based on information drawn from WaterNSW Insights        WfEnv = Water for the Environment

TOTAL NB WfEnv- 414.3 GL 11%ENVIRONMENT– IRRIGATION - OTHER– DAM VOLUMES AT 18 NOV 2021

234,194 

22,000 HS, 
1,500 

TWS, 
560 

 -

 50,000

 100,000

 150,000

 200,000

 250,000

 300,000

Pindari

Pindari 235 GL 100% full

Env Vol GS B GS A HS S&D TWS

Env 
2,806

155,089 

687,652 

LWU, 
3,351 

D&S, 
3,118 

331,349 

 -

 500,000

 1,000,000

 1,500,000

Copeton

Copeton Dam Capacity 1,384,000 
ML  89.3% 

Env Vol GS HS LWU D&S Other

19,990 

278,093 

2,103 

1,910 

113,503 

 -

 100,000

 200,000

 300,000

 400,000

 500,000

Keepit

Keepit Dam 419,000 ML – 100% 

Env Vol GS HS LWU D&S Other

Env, 
1,257 

28,054 

HS 804 
14,115 

56,607 

 -

 50,000

 100,000

 150,000

Peel

Chaffey Dam capacity 101,000 
ML - 100%

Env Vol GS HS

LWU D&S Other

235,150 

677,172 
HS  

16,321 

S&D , 
5,512 540,706 

 -

 500,000

 1,000,000

 1,500,000

 2,000,000

Burrendong

Burrendong Dam - 1,492,000 -
129% 

Env Vol GS HS LWU D&S Other

Env 
11,600

238,566 

 -

 50,000

 100,000

 150,000

 200,000

 250,000

 300,000

Glenlyon

Glenlyon 248 GL Capacity  98.3% 
full 

Not clear between Pindari and 
Glenlyon.  So just in Other – as no 
details for accounts splits for Qld 
Medium, TWS, losses & NSW GS B etc



-Water 
Management 
Plan 2021-22

Current CEWO events and 
updates on website 
https://www.environment.g
ov.au/water/cewo/publicati
ons#event-updates
Or can mail/email out

Available On website 
Northern Murray-
Darling Basin 2021-22 
Planning Overview 
(awe.gov.au)

Or can mail/email 
out



Current conditions now?

https://realtimedata.waternsw.com.au/

Currently NSW & Qld Northern Basin – mixed – wetter 
east of  Barwon-Darling, drier north and west from 

minor floods to in some places low flows 

Nov 2020
18 Nov 2021



44 GL within 
Barwon-

Darling system

Lower Balonne 
system including 

Narran

Summary of 2021-22 YTD water for environment use 

Approx. 47.8 GL (CW 4.4 GL) for 
Macquarie River – fish & 

aquatic community &  help wet 
Macquarie Marshes

NSW Border Rivers 
- small fresh, base 

flow, native fish 

Restoring flows 
Gwydir Wetlands 

& Waterbird 
Breeding 

Warrego

Macquarie

Castlereagh

Namoi

Gwydir

Border 
Rivers

Condamine-BalonneParoo

Bogan

Maranoa

Nebine

Moonie

Peel

Cudgegong

Barwon-Darling

Lower 
Darling

Narran 
Lakes

Gwydir 
Wetlands

Macquarie 
Marshes

Menindee Lakes Mallowa Creek & 
wetlands 

Warrego

Unregulated 
Regulated (dam 
releases)

2.0 GL in the 
Moonie

CEWO

Barwon-
Darling 

17.0 GL Qld 
unsup in Qld 

BR

1.06 sup in
Macquarie

Mehi Sup 5.1 GL 
Overall 

contribution of 
53 GL to flows 
in Darling at 

Wilcannia



Communications



Some of the 
places and 
people!



BROC & Local 
Councils 
engagement

Engagement with  MDA - potential discussion 
points:
• Advice re what is needed and wanted?
• With MDA, BROC, Local Councils
• Any advice/links re other groups? 
• The what, when, where and how? 
(e.g. What sort of information needed, 
frequency, types - is it phone calls, emails, 
updates, videos, meetings, how often, at 
meetings, updates??)
• Options for sharing information via 
websites, radio, local papers, videos, Twitter, 
Facebook, meetings??
• Any thoughts re this would be appreciated. 



If  you would like further information or to 
discuss any of  this along with any further 

questions, comments, feedback, this is 
welcome now (and anytime)

Thanks for the opportunity 
to meet, share and discuss 

with you today

Jane Humphries
Local Engagement Officer, Northern Basin
Commonwealth Environmental Water Office
Moree NSW 2400
M: 0437 141 495
Jane.Humphries@awe.gov.au
www.environment.gov.au

_____________________________________
Commonwealth Environmental Water Office
Department of Agriculture, Water and 
Environment
GPO Box 858 | Canberra ACT 2601 | Australia

Mr Jason Wilson
Local Engagement Officer, Northern Basin
Commonwealth Environmental Water Office
Walgett NSW 2400
M: 0418 210 389
Jason.Wilson@awe.gov.au
www.environment.gov.au
_____________________________________
Commonwealth Environmental Water Office
Department of Agriculture, Water and 
Environment
GPO Box 858 | Canberra ACT 2601 | Australia

Sall Dickinson
Local Engagement Officer, Northern Basin
Commonwealth Environmental Water Office
Goondiwindi Qld | 
M: 0448 759 650
Sall.Dickinson@awe.gov.au
www.environment.gov.au
_____________________________________
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