
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Agenda 
 

Region 5 - Ordinary Meeting 
 

Loxton Waikerie Council Offices 
Strangman Road, Waikerie 

 
Monday 2 March, 2015 at 10.00am 

(Morning tea available from 9.30am) 
 
 

1. ATTENDANCE 
 

1.1 Present 
 
 

1.2 Apologies 
 
 
2.  WELCOME 

 
Kelvin Goldstone - Secretary Region 5 
 
 

3. RESIGNATION OF CHAIRPERSON 
 
A copy of Mike Fuller’s resignation is attached.  Refer Appendix A. 
 
 

4. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRPERSON 
 
 

5. APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON 
 
 

6. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS REGION 5 MEETING 
 

moved that the minutes of the meeting held on 1 December 2014 be taken as read 
and confirmed. 
Seconded 
 

  

Murray Darling Association Inc. 

     www.mda.asn.au   ABN:  64 636 490 493 
 
Region 5 Chairperson    Region 5 Secretary 
      Kelvin Goldstone – Mid Murray Council 
      kgoldstone@mid-murray.sa.gov.au 
      8564 6020 
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7. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
 Letters to the Editor in the Murray Pioneer regarding water sharing in the Murray Darling 

Basin 
 
Item deferred from previous meeting.  Refer Appendix B. 

 
 
8. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 Murray & Mallee Local Government Association 
 
 Request to submit regular reports and invitation to attend Association meetings.  A copy of 

the letter and subsequent reply is attached.  Refer Appendix C. 
 
 
9. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
 
10. NEXT MEETING 
 
 
11. CLOSE  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Murray Darling Association acknowledges and thanks 
Loxton Waikerie Council for hosting this meeting of Region 5 

 
MDA Region 5 Agenda  Page 2 
2 March 2015 



Appendix A



Appendix B





Why so obsessed with lower lakes? 

Since the drought broke in 2007/08 Riverlanders would have been aware of the fact 
that in addition to enormous sums on an unused desalination plant (over $2 billion), 
our State Government (as well as our media) have been preoccupied with the 
salinity levels in the lower lakes. 
That preoccupation has culminated in a proposal to further reduce the salinity in 
Lake Albert by a process called ‘lake cycling’. It means using a significant quantity 
of water to raise and lower the levels between Lake Alexandrina and Lake Albert. 
When choices have to be made in dry times between ‘lake cycling’ and making 
water available for upstream irrigators, I suspect that we won’t get a look in. Above 
Lock 1 there are approximately 35,000 hectares of irrigated land and the Riverland 
is where the majority of irrigators live. 
The great ethicist Jeremy Bentham said that government was about “doing the 
greatest good for the greatest number”. There are five irrigators using Lake Albert. 
I have long sensed a level of aggression directed at Riverland irrigators and a 
rather cavalier approach to the water rights which they purchased. 
The State government seems terribly troubled about the environment of the lower 
lakes and other curiosities such as ‘cultural water’, but there is little concern for the 
ongoing security of Riverland towns. I know this from my own experience as a 
member of a ministerial advisory committee. 
Irrigators in the Riverland know that half of the state’s water entitlement is lost to 
evaporation off Lakes Alexandrina and Albert. The price we pay for that loss is 
maintaining those lakes as fresh water lakes. 
‘Lake cycling’ is certain to threaten the livelihoods of Riverland irrigators. 
There has long been an engineering solution – a weir at Wellington – but not the 
political will to embrace it. 
Our rulers, terrified of offending the ‘green’ religion’ which has gripped the land, 
have opted for touchy-feely cant and prevarication. 
It’s time for some balance and ethical government. 
STUART ANDREW 
Member 
River Murray Advisory Committee 
Wine Grape Council of South Australia 
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