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MINUTES

MURRAY DARLING ASSOCIATION (MDA) INC.
REGION 9 ORDINARY MEETING
HELD VIA ZOOM THURSDAY, 17 MARCH 2022 AT 10.30AM

PRESENT

Chair Cr Glen Andreazza (Deputy Mayor), Griffith City Council; Mayor Doug Curran, Griffith
City Council (via Zoom); GM Brett Stonestreet, Griffith City Council; Cr Jenny Clarke,
Narrandera Shire Council (via Zoom); David Farley, Chairman/Executive Director,
Agribusiness Sector (via Zoom); Paul Maytom, GM John Scarce, Murrumbidgee Shire Council
(via Zoom); CEO Mark Lamb, MDA (Via Zoom); Tim Phillips, Communications Officer, MDA
Head Office (via Zoom); Bede Spannagle, Riverina Water (via Zoom); Cr Geoff Chapman,
Hay Shire Council (via Zoom); Cr Gail Driscoll, Lockhart Shire Council (via Zoom); Cr Paul
Smith, Leeton Shire Council (via Zoom)

1 APOLOGIES

Shane Wilson, Narrandera Shire Council; GM Jackie Kruger, Leeton Shire Council.

2 INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME

Chair welcomed all delegates and conducted an Acknowledgement of Country.

3 DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil

4 MINUTES

RECOMMENDED on the motion of Paul Maytom and Cr Jenny Clarke that the minutes of the
previous meeting on 18 November 2021, having first been circulated amongst the members
be confirmed.

5.1 CEQO'S REPORT

Mark Lamb indicated that the MDA Inc. Office has relocated to Albury, Mark in Albury and Tim
Phillips has closed down the office in Echuca, but will work from Echuca.

Mark informed that the financials for the MDA Inc. organisation are influenced by the large
termination pay for outgoing CEO. Mark indicated that his focus for short term is building the
financials to make the organisation sustainable into the future.

Mark will focus on the Basin Communities Leadership Program across the regions with a
number of workshops, as a commitment already made as a project under the Department of
Land and Water, which should bring another tranche of funds.



Mark indicated that he has built a number of relationships with organisations and stakeholders
and he has included both sides of politics at the Federal level, as well as CSIRO in terms of
the circular economy and possible future recurrent funding opportunity.
Mark mentioned the MDA Conference in Albury is in September 2022.

5.2 MDA BOARD MEETINGS

MDA Board Meetings up to March 2022 are noted.

6 PRESENTATION

David Farley provided a Powerpoint Presentation via Zoom, taking the presentation through
slides on the history of the Lake Mejum / Lake Coolah storage area, facts and figures and his
observations of the potential storage project that has been a major topic of conversation and
ideas for some time.

Underlying David’s presentation is his advocacy for a feasibility study that will allow for a better
understanding of approximate costings, required development work and structures that would
need to be in place to support the storage project.

Paul Maytom and Jenny Clarke gave their positive review of the presentation and re-stated
the broader advantage of a feasibility study of the Lake storage area for the near and wider
region.

David Farley indicated his interest to stay involved in the progress towards any case that is
presented to Government for a feasibility study. David Farley added that such a case needs
to have the backing of a wide range of stakeholders in this area.

Chair Andreazza added that on behalf of the Region 9 membership he will pursue what will
be required for a feasibility study to be be undertaken, with obvious need for a resolution at a
later stage from the membership.

A copy of the presentation was forwarded to the Region 9 Members following the Meeting.

7 ITEMS

7.1 Lake Mejum/Lake Coolah

Leeton Shire Council Lake Coolah feasibility Motion - Noted by the group.

7.2 Draft Murray and Murrumbidgee Regional Water Strategies

Draft Reports attached/referenced in the Agenda were noted by the group.

Brett Stonestreet highlighted the plan (draft Murray and Murrumbidgee Regional Water
Strategies) and the inclusion within these draft documents (in section 4.4 on p144 +) that they
are State Government initiatives and options or long range commitments.

Brett further indicated that it appeared the large number of options will likely be reduced.

Brett queried as to whether there will be a short list of options/strategies/projects that may or
may not be costed and he importantly queried as to whether the public would have the
opportunity to comment on these shortlisted items.



Bede Spannagle indicated that in his experience there would be a document that would likely
present with overarching detail. Bede agreed with Brett that the next draft, a short list of options
needs to be available for public comment. Bede indicated that Riverina Water are submitting
their response and would include some comment from MDA Region 9, however there needs
to be a response from MDA Region 9 with the concern raised by Brett Stonestreet. In short
the following:

Will there be another document circulated in draft form with a short list of options that are
costed, and that will then seek public comment, before a final document is published ?

8 GENERAL BUSINESS

With reference to the Leeton Shire Council feasibility Motion, Chair Andreazza noted that the
Motion will be presented at the MDA Board Meeting tomorrow 18 March 2022.

Bede Spannagle raised the proposition of perhaps a pre-feasibility study as an alternative as
that could be a better option as less cost and provide a guide as to whether to proceed to the
next level of study.

Bede said that in particular the figures mentioned in the presentation today, in his view do not
match the reality of water that could be transferred from Blowering Dam to Lake Coolah, e.g.
firstly, recurring refill of 450 gL, may only occur one in 20 years, secondly the 900 gL is highly
guestionable. Chair Andrezza also mentioned that there would likely be issues around the
water sharing plan and release of water.

CEO Mark Lamb suggested that the facts and figures regarding the basis of the Lake Coolah
project must be robust and that there needs MDA agreement across the
Board/Regions/Members.

Paul Maytom mentioned that at recent RAMJO meeting in Albury, the presentation by David
Farley was endorsed. He added that all Shadow Ministers were to be included in the outgoing
advice of the resolution to ensure that those Shadow Ministers are aware of the proposed
project.

Paul Maytom welcomed CEO Mark Lamb to the position within MDA. Chair Glen Andreazza
echoed those comments of welcome to Mark Lamb.

Bede Spannagle requested the option be available to those that wish to travel to the Region
9 meetings and appear in-person. Chair agreed with this and indicated that the Zoom option
will also be available to those that do not wish/cannot attend in-person.

9. NEXT MEETING

The next meeting is to be held Third Thursday May, being 19 May 2022. That meeting will be
open to all Members to attend in-person if they wish to do so. Otherwise a Zoom link will be
made available to other Members.
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