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MINISTER TAKES CONTROL OF LOWER MURRAY WATER EXTRACTION

The And Labe ing the envi and water enti holders against the negative
impacts of increasing water extractions below the Barmah Choke with a new licence review process.

Minister for Water Lisa Neville has directed Lower Murray Water and Goulburn Murray Water to refer all licence
applications in the lower Murray region to her for assessment for the next 12 months.

No new licences for extraction will be issued or limit increases granted unless it can be shown that there will be no
increased risks to the environment or entitlement holders.

Increased demand for water downstream has resulted in high summer flows, which are eroding important
waterways such as the Barmah Choke and Goulburn River - while growth in extraction is also changing the risks of
delivery shortfalls.

i reporton ly inthe southern Murray: l i horticulture
are higher than previous estimates and will continue to grow as existing plantings mature.

At Ministerial Council in December 2018, Victoria drove an agreement from all governments to direct the Murray
Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) to do new modelling to quantify these risks and better understand drivers of
delivery risks through the system.

While that work i y the Labor istakinga ionary limit any further negative
impacts from new extractions.

This approach will be reviewed in 12 months, when MDBA modelling is complete and all states can put clear plans
in place to manage how water is delivered through the Murray system without unacceptable impacts to the
environment and entitlements.

The Minister has asked her New South Wales and South Australian counterparts to consider similar actions before
MDBA modelling is completed and has requested that this issue is discussed at the next Ministerial Council.

This move s part of the Labor Government's push to make sure market settings are appropriate and working for all
water users and the environment. Key actions this year will include more consultation on water market
transparency and reviewing the Goulburn to Murray trade rule.

Quotes attributable to

ister for Water Lisa Neville

“We have to make sure the risks to the envi and Victorian enti holders don't increase due to more
extractions — that's why | will personally review all licence applications for the next year.”

“This action is part of a coordinated push to imp tkets and trade rules in Victoria ~ including making
sure intervalley trode settings in the Goulburn are appropriate and protect the environment.”

“The Murray River is a shared resource between Victoria, New South Wales and South Australia. That's why 'm
talking to my rparts to on a solution that gets the best results for all water users.”

Media contact: Nikki Mott 0416 311 214 | elwpmedia@minstaff.vic.gov.au

An assessment of future water availability and
permanent horticulture irrigation water demand

. Recent announcements by Victorian Minister for Water

. Improved public information available about changing demands and competition

for water in the water market
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Victoria’s Minister for Water Lisa Neville has announced that she will be personally
considering and determining all works licence applications (licences to pump water) in the
lower Murray region for the next 12 months.

. To make sure the risks to the environment and Victorian entitlement holders don’t
increase due to the cumulative impacts of more extractions

. No new licences for extraction will be issued or limit increases granted unless it can be
shown that there will be no increased risks to the environment or entitlement holders.

. Increased demand for water downstream has resulted in high summer flows, which are
eroding important waterways such as the Barmah Choke and Goulburn River — while
growth in extraction is also changing the risks of delivery shortfalls.

Minister has also asked for inter-valley trade rules to be reviewed, following concerns about
high volumes of trade and environmental damage to the Goulburn River.

Minister Neville has also asked DELWP to look at the options and benefits of a completely
transparent water trading system, to provide confidence that the market is working for
irrigators and not being distorted.
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Gigalitres per year

Horticulture demand and consumptive water availablility -
downstream of Barmah Choke in Victoria, NSW and South Australia
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Figure 2: Water availability scenarios and projected permanent
horticulture water demand (at full maturity) - lower Murray region
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Limits on delivering water to the lower Murray
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River Murray delivery risks
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What’s changed/changing

Forecasting capability ”‘
Climate change impacts
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